Every Georgian Counts :
Understanding
Homelessness in Your
Community



We Don’t Have Any \ -
(or Many) Homeless People |




Definitions

e Sheltered Homeless Persons

e People who reside in an emergency shelter or in
transitional/supportive housing for homeless persons

e Unsheltered Homeless Persons

e People who reside in a place not meant for human
habitation, such as cars, parks, sidewalks, abandoned
buildings, encampments, dilapidated buildings [or who
face eminent homelessness from eviction]

e Precariously Housed Persons
e People who are temporarily staying with
family or friends due to loss of

housing or economic hardship p—1 | = =
e People who are living in motel | 2 -
situations due to loss of —— _ P il “

housing or economic hardship
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Objective

Count of homeless and
precariously housed families and
Individuals

e Understand the scope of
the problem locally and
statewide

e« HUD requirement for
McKinney-Vento Programs
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Count Methodology for Unsheltered and
Precariously Housed

e Housing screening surveys administered
at service locations and other places
where homeless people congregate or
live

e Point In Time

e Surveys collected during the following
week

e DCA will arrange for data input and
analysis of surveys
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Questionnaire

e Designed to be administered by staff or
by volunteers

e No more than 10 minutes

e Questions to help with
problem of duplication

e Housing status guestions

e Family members

e Special circumstances
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Who Is Surveyed?

Screening Question: Have you
had any difficulty with housing
In the past month?
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Where To Survey

 \Where people go for services
 \Where people congregate
e On the telephone

e \WWhere people live -- Count people
living In dilapidated housing,
abandoned trailers, farm bUIIdlngS or
encampments
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Preparing for the Count

e Potential participating organizations/locations
for administering the survey

e DFACS

e Housing Authority
e Food Pantries and Soup Kitchens
e Clothing Programs

e Shelters

e Community Service Boards
e Health Department

e Nonprofits

e Day Labor Sites
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http://search.msn.com/images/results.aspx?q=social+worker&mkt=en-us

Other contacts

- Local government

. Police Chief and Sheriff
. Media

. Churches

- Family Connections

- School and hospital social workers
. Others
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What a Successful Count Needs

e All of the identified organizations on-
board and organized to collect the
surveys

e Trained staff and volunteers
e Community support
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Why Count? (not in order of

importance)
* Learn more about housing issues in
your community — focus on people

* Build a housing and social services
team around a concrete activity

* Build your case for funding

* Get ready for the 2010 Census _

—
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* Build community support
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Want to be part of the 2009
count?

Contact: Lindsey Stillman

Istillma(@dca.state.ga.us
404-327-6813

2009 Georgia Homeless Count


mailto:lstillma@dca.state.ga.us

	Every Georgian Counts :  Understanding Homelessness in Your Community
	We Don’t Have Any �(or Many) Homeless People
	Definitions
	Objective
	Count Methodology for Unsheltered and Precariously Housed
	Questionnaire
	Who Is Surveyed?
	Where To Survey
	Preparing for the Count
	Other contacts
	What a Successful Count Needs
	Why Count? (not in order of importance)
	Contact:  Lindsey Stillman�lstillma@dca.state.ga.us�404-327-6813

